[Oral manifestations of systemic sclerosis].
Systemic sclerosis is a relatively rare connective tissue disorder, in which a severe and progressive fibrosis of the skin and sometimes also of internal organs often develops as a result of an increased deposition of collagen. Fibrosis of the salivary glands may cause hyposalivation and xerostomia. Fibrosis of the perioral skin reduces the maximum opening of the mouth, thereby hampering dental treatment and the maintenance of oral hygiene. Periodontitis and bone resorption ofthe jaws are more frequently observed in systemic sclerosis patients.